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ABSTRACT 
Architectural design and the fashionable disdain for 
domesticity 

THOMAS OWENS 
University of Oklahoma 

This article is a n  exploration of donlesticitj as the concept exists 
at the borders of educational theoil and architectural design. 
The core understanding that grounds this brief discussion iq 
that dominant ideolog.  the social1~-created hege~rlonic ~ a l u e  
system that constrains discussion. explanations and alternatives. 
impacts all fields of human endea\ or. Consequentl\ \+e can find 
eupressi~ e and substanti\ e analogs in see~nir~glj  disconnected 
arenas of praxis. 

For example. Jane Roland Martin. a feminist educational 
philosopher. argues that the conspicuous ahsence of domesticity 

from contemporan schooling is at the heart of many of the 
educational problems \\e face as a societ!. Similarl!. S tanle~ 
Illen. Dean of bchitecture of Princeton Uni\ ersit!, spoke 
about the challenges he and his \life faced in comertine a 
recentl:, purchased farm into their home. He >polre of the 
difficult! in infusing a sense of d o r n e s t ~ ~ t ~  into the neu design. 

&hat  role. if anj .  should donzesticitj play in the shaping of 
spaces of learning:' 


